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Sample Paper

Authentic-Style Practice for Year 6 & Year 7

TIME ALLOWED 25 minutes

TOTAL MARKS 20 marks (1 mark per question)

SECTIONS

3 — Comprehension · Missing Words · Spelling &

Punctuation

ANSWER FORMAT Multiple choice (A–E or A–D / N)

YEAR GROUP Year 6 / Year 7 (ages 10–12)
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W A N T  Y O U R  C H I L D  T O  PA S S  —  G U A R A N T E E D ?

Stop spending hours on prep.

Let our experts handle it for you.

Our specialist tutors prepare children for the ISEB Pre-Test every day. With a 98% pass rate and a money-back guarantee,

hundreds of families trust us to secure their child's place at Eton, Harrow, Winchester, Westminster and Wycombe Abbey.
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harris@elitebritishadmissions.com

We respond within 24 hours  ·  No obligation  ·  Personalised advice for your child

elitebritishadmissions.com  ·  Expert Preparation for the UK's Leading Independent Schools
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Instructions

You have 25 minutes to answer all 20 questions.

Read the instructions at the start of each section carefully before you begin.

For each question, choose the one best answer and mark its letter.

Each question is worth 1 mark. There is no penalty for a wrong answer.

Work quickly and carefully. If unsure, move on and return to it at the end.

Sections in this paper:

1. Comprehension  (Questions 1–10)

2. Missing Words  (Questions 11–15)

3. Spelling and Punctuation Errors  (Questions 16–20)

TIME ALLOWED

25 minutes

TOTAL QUESTIONS

20 questions

TOTAL MARKS

20 marks

RECOMMENDED TIMING

~75 sec / question

SECTION NAME QUESTIONS SKILLS TESTED

1 Comprehension 1–10 Literal retrieval, inference, vocabulary in context, literary techniques

2 Missing Words 11–15 Grammar, vocabulary, sentence construction

3 Spelling & Punctuation 16–20 Spelling accuracy, punctuation rules, British English conventions

EXPERT TIPS FROM ELITE BRITISH ADMISSIONS

Section 1  —  Comprehension

�`ì�b_jmNUN`nVb`ÇìA^wAynìmNSNmìIAJ]ìpbìpUNìjAnnATNìÞì`NvNmìA`nwNmìSmb_ì_N_bmyìA^b`NÆ

›

�bmìvbJAIq^AmyìlqNnpVb`nÇìpmyìnqInpVpqpV`TìNAJUìbjpVb`ìV`pbìpUNìnN`pN`JNìpbì�`LìpUNìINnpì�pÆ

›

�`ì.jN^^V`Tì&ì*q`JpqApVb`ÇìmNALìNAJUìnNT_N`pìV`ìybqmìUNALìpbìJApJUìNmmbmnì`ApqmA^^yÆ

›

�ppN_jpìNvNmyìlqNnpVb`ìÞìpUNmNìVnì`bìjN`A^pyìSbmìAìwmb`TìA`nwNmÆ

›
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Read the passage carefully, then answer the questions that follow. Choose the one best answer (A–E) for each.

The Secret Garden

by Frances Hodgson Burnett

6UN`ì�Amyì�N``bxìwAnìnN`pìpbì�VnnN^pUwAVpNì�A`bmìpbì^VvNìwVpUìUNmìq`J^NìNvNmyIbLyìnAVLìnUNìwAnìpUNì_bnpìLVnATmNNAI^NÛ^bb]V`TìJUV^LìNvNm

nNN`Æì�pìwAnìpmqNÇìpbbÆì.UNìUALìAì^Vpp^NìpUV`ìSAJNìA`LìAì^Vpp^NìpUV`ìIbLyÇìpUV`ì^VTUpìUAVmìA`LìAìnbqmìNxjmNnnVb`Æì�NmìUAVmìwAnìyN^^bwÇìA`LìUNmìSAJNìwAn

yN^^bwìINJAqnNìnUNìUALìINN`ìIbm`ìV`ì�`LVAìA`LìUALìA^wAynìINN`ìV^^ìV`ìb`NìwAyìbmìA`bpUNmÆì�NmìSApUNmìUALìUN^LìAìjbnVpVb`ìq`LNmìpUNì�`T^VnU

�bvNm`_N`pìA`LìUALìA^wAynìINN`ìIqnyìA`LìV^^ìUV_nN^SÇìA`LìUNmì_bpUNmìUALìINN`ìAìTmNApìINAqpyìwUbìJAmNLìb`^yìpbìTbìpbìjAmpVNnìA`LìA_qnN

UNmnN^SìwVpUìTAyìjNbj^NÆì.UNìUALì`bpìwA`pNLìAì^Vpp^NìTVm^ìApìA^^ÇìA`LìwUN`ì�AmyìwAnìIbm`ìnUNìUA`LNLìUNmìbvNmìpbìpUNìJAmNìbSìA`ì�yAUÇìwUbìwAn

_ALNìpbìq`LNmnpA`LìpUApìVSìnUNìwVnUNLìpbìj^NAnNìpUNì�N_ì.AUVIìnUNì_qnpì]NNjìpUNìJUV^LìbqpìbSìnVTUpìAnì_qJUìAnìjbnnVI^NÆ

.bìwUN`ìnUNìwAnìAìnVJ]^yÇìSmNpSq^ÇìqT^yì^Vpp^NìIAIyìnUNìwAnì]NjpìbqpìbSìpUNìwAyÇìA`LìwUN`ìnUNìINJA_NìAìnVJ]^yÇìSmNpSq^ÇìpbLL^V`TìpUV`TìnUNìwAnì]Njp

bqpìbSìpUNìwAyìA^nbÆì.UNì`NvNmìmN_N_INmNLìnNNV`TìSA_V^VAm^yìA`ypUV`TìIqpìpUNìLAm]ìSAJNnìbSìUNmì�yAUìA`LìpUNìbpUNmì`ApVvNìnNmvA`pnÇìA`LìAnìpUNy

A^wAynìbINyNLìUNmìA`LìTAvNìUNmìUNmìbw`ìwAyìV`ìNvNmypUV`TÇìINJAqnNìpUNì�N_ì.AUVIìwbq^LìINìA`TmyìVSìnUNìwAnìLVnpqmINLìIyìUNmìJmyV`TÇìIyìpUN

pV_NìnUNìwAnìnVxìyNAmnìb^LìnUNìwAnìAnìpymA``VJA^ìA`LìnN^�nUìAì^Vpp^NìjVTìAnìNvNmì^VvNLÆ

1. Based on the passage, why did Mary Lennox have a yellow face?

A She spent too much time in the sun. B She had been born in India and was frequently ill.

C She was a disagreeable-looking child. D She inherited her complexion from her mother.

E She rarely went outside to play.

2. Which word best describes Mary's mother, based on the passage?

A Devoted B Hardworking C Vain D Tyrannical E Sickly

3. What is the meaning of the word “fretful” as used in the passage?

A Joyful and energetic B Quiet and observant

C Distressed and complaining D Small and delicate

E Ugly and unpleasant

4. Why did the servants always give Mary her own way?

A They felt sorry for the sickly child. B They were afraid of Mary's uncle.

C They wanted to keep her quiet so her mother would not be angry. D They loved her as their own daughter.

E They were ordered to by the Government.
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5. Which technique is used in the phrase Ã>lÍnwk>^^SG>[Í>^IÍlK[�lRÍ>Í[Snn[KÍhSQÍ>lÍKtKkÍ[StKIÄ?

A *Nmnb`V�JApVb` B .V_V^N C �^^VpNmApVb` D �NpAjUbm E "`b_ApbjbNVA
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6. How did Mary's father spend most of his time, according to the passage?

A Going to parties with his wife B Working for the English Government and being ill

C Looking after Mary D Travelling around India

E Managing Misselthwaite Manor

7. Who primarily took care of Mary when she was a baby?

A Her mother B Her uncle

C The English Government D An Ayah

E Her father

8. Which of the following is NOT given as a description of Mary's appearance?

A Thin face B Sour expression C Dark eyes D Light hair E Thin body

9. What does “familiarly” suggest in “She never remembered seeing familiarly anything but the dark faces”?

A She saw them only occasionally. B She saw them intimately, as a regular part of daily life.

C She saw them from a distance. D She saw them as strangers.

E She saw them only in dreams.

10. What was the main reason Mary was sent to Misselthwaite Manor?

A To recover from her illness B To live with her uncle

C To receive a better education D To attend parties

E To learn how to behave

Section 2  —  Missing Words

Choose the best word to complete each sentence so that it makes sense and is correct English (A–E).

11. The headmaster announced that the trip would be postponed  the heavy snowfall.

A

despite

B

due to

C

however

D

although

E

instead of
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12. �SpNmìnNAmJUV`TìSbmìUbqmnÇìpUNìLNpNJpVvNìSbq`LìpUNìUVLLN`ì]Nyì ìpUNì^bbnNì�bbmIbAmLÆ

A

over

B

above

C

beneath

D

through

E

across

13. /UNìApU^NpNìpmAV`NLì ìNvNmyìLAyìpbìjmNjAmNìSbmìpUNìJUA_jVb`nUVjÆ

A

hardly

B

lazy

C

rigorous

D

rigorously

E

tired

14.  NVpUNmìpUNìpNAJUNmì ìpUNìnpqLN`pnìNxjNJpNLìpUNì�mNìA^Am_ìpbìmV`TÆ

A

or

B

and

C

nor

D

but

E

yet

15. /UNìA`JVN`pìJAnp^NÇìwUVJUìUALìnpbbLìSbmìJN`pqmVNnÇìwAnì ìINAqpVSq^ìV`ìpUNì_bb`^VTUpÆ

A

completely

B

breathlessly

C

absolutely

D

totally

E

incredibly
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Section 3  —  Spelling and Punctuation Errors

Each sentence is divided into four labelled parts. Find the part that contains a mistake and mark its letter. If there is no mistake, mark N.

16. /UNìImV^^VA`pìnJVN`pVnpì_ALNìA`ìV`JmNLVI^NìLVnJbvNmyìV`ìUNmì^AImApbmyÆ

A

/UNìImV^^VA`pìnJVN`pVnp

B

_ALNìA`ìV`JmNLVI^N

C

LVnJbvNmyìV`ìUNm

D

^AImApbmyÆ

N

No mistake

17. â*^NAnNì_A]NìnqmNìybqìImV`TìybqmìIbb]nìpbìJ^Annìpb_bmmbwÇãìnAVLì�mì._VpUÆ

A

â*^NAnNì_A]NìnqmN

B

ybqìImV`TìybqmìIbb]n

C

pbìJ^Annìpb_bmmbwÇã

D

nAVLì�mì._VpUÆ

N

No mistake

18. /UNì�NmJNìLmATb`ìImNApUNLì�mNìA`LìJUAnNLìpUNì]`VTUpnëìAJmbnnìpUNìvA^^NyÆ

A

/UNì�NmJNìLmATb`

B

ImNApUNLì�mNìA`L

C

JUAnNLìpUNì]`VTUpnë

D

AJmbnnìpUNìvA^^NyÆ

N

No mistake

19. �yìSAvbmVpNìnqI\NJpnìAmNì�ApUN_ApVJnÇì�VnpbmyìA`Lì*UynVJA^ì�LqJApVb`Æ

A

�yìSAvbmVpNìnqI\NJpn

B

AmN

C

�ApUN_ApVJnÇì�Vnpbmy

D

A`Lì*UynVJA^ì�LqJApVb`Æ

N

No mistake

20. /UNìJb__VppNNì�`A^^yìmNAJUNLìAìJb`nN`nqnìASpNmìUbqmnìbSìAmTqNV`TÆ

A

/UNìJb__VppNNì�`A^^y

B

mNAJUNLìAìJb`nN`nqn

C

ASpNmìUbqmn

D

bSìAmTqNV`TÆ

N

No mistake

— END OF PAPER —
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Answer Key & Explanations

ISEB Pre-Test English Sample Paper

SECTION 1 — COMPREHENSION (Q1–10)

Q1

B

Q2

C

Q3

C

Q4

C

Q5

B

Q6

B

Q7

D

Q8

C

Q9

B

Q10

B

SECTION 2 — MISSING WORDS (Q11–15)

Q11

B

Q12

C

Q13

D

Q14

C

Q15

E

SECTION 3 — SPELLING & PUNCTUATION (Q16–20)

Q16

D

Q17

N

Q18

C

Q19

A

Q20

D

Q1 

B

The text states her face was yellow “because she had been born in India and had always been ill.”

Q2 

C

Her mother “cared only to go to parties and amuse herself” — self-absorbed behaviour best matches vain.

Q3 

C

“Fretful” means expressing distress and irritation — a baby who is unhappy and complaining.

Q4 

C

They gave her her own way “because the Mem Sahib would be angry if she was disturbed by her crying.”

Q5 

B

The phrase compares Mary to a pig using “as…as”, making it a simile.

Q6 

B

He “had held a position under the English Government and had always been busy and ill himself.”

Q7 

D

Mary was “handed over to the care of an Ayah” — a nursemaid in colonial India.

Q8 

C

Thin face, thin body, light hair and a sour expression are all mentioned; dark eyes are not.

Q9 

B

“Familiarly” here means in a close, habitual way — the servants were her only familiar sight.

Q10 

B

The opening sentence states she “was sent to Misselthwaite Manor to live with her uncle.”
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Q11 

B

Due toìV`LVJApNnìJAqnNÆìâ
NnjVpNãì_NA`nìpUNìbjjbnVpNÉìpUNìbpUNmnìAmNìJb`\q`JpVb`nÆ

Q12 

C

BeneathìLNnJmVINnìnb_NpUV`TìUVLLN`ìq`LNmìpUNì�bbmIbAmLÆ

Q13 

D

�`ìALvNmIì_bLV�NnìpUNìvNmIìâpmAV`NLãÉìrigorouslyìVnìpUNìALvNmIìSbm_Æ

Q14 

C

â NVpUNmãìjAVmnìwVpUìnorìÞìpUNìJbmmN^ApVvNìjAVmìneither…norÆ

Q15 

E

IncrediblyìVnìpUNì_bnpì`ApqmA^ÇìVLVb_ApVJìALvNmIìwVpUìâINAqpVSq^Æã

Q16 

D

.jN^^V`TÈìâ^AImApbmyãìnUbq^LìINìlaboratoryÆ

Q17 

N

 bì_VnpA]NìÞìnjNNJUì_Am]nÇìJb__AìA`LìSq^^ìnpbjìAmNìA^^ìJbmmNJpÆ

Q18 

C

â]`VTUpnëãìwmb`T^yìqnNnìA`ìAjbnpmbjUNÉìUNmNìVpìVnìAìnV_j^Nìj^qmA^ÈìknightsÆ

Q19 

A


mVpVnUì�`T^VnUÈìâSAvbmVpNãìnUbq^LìINìfavouriteÆ

Q20 

D


mbjìpUNìnV^N`pìâNãìINSbmNìâÛV`TãÈìâAmTqNV`TãìnUbq^LìINìarguingÆ

HOW DID YOU SCORE? — SCORE INTERPRETATION GUIDE

18–20:ì�xJN^^N`pìÞìjNmSbm_V`TìApìpUNì^NvN^ìbSìpUNì_bnpìnN^NJpVvNìnJUbb^nìÕ���ùìnpA`LAmLVnNLÖÆ

›

14–17:ì�bbLìÞìb`ìpmAJ]ìSbmìJb_jNpVpVvNìN`pmyÆì/AmTNpìpUNìlqNnpVb`ìpyjNnìybqìSbq`LìUAmLNnpÆ

›

10–13:ì
NvN^bjV`TìÞìSbJqnNLìwbm]ìb`ìV`SNmN`JNìA`LìTmA__AmìwV^^ì^VSpìybqmìnJbmNÆ

›

Below 10:ì�bmNìjmNjAmApVb`ì`NNLNLÆì�ìnjNJVA^VnpìpqpbmìJA`ìIqV^LìJbmNìn]V^^nìnynpN_ApVJA^^yÆ

›

5VnVpìelitebritishadmissions.comìSbmì���ùìSqmpUNmìjmAJpVJNìlqNnpVb`nìA`LìNxjNmpìpqpbmV`TÆ

›
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